Cosmo HB

	For a car to grace the front pages of Australian motoring magazines it has to be good, and Mazda HB series 929 was. Styling, technology, ride and comfort were all years ahead of there time at a time when the market had fatured enough to accept such advanced automotive technology. For a luxury 2 door coupe the 929 was untouchable within it's class and Mazda were on another winner. (or so they thought ) The sports car theme was well covered with the RX-7 on it's way to automotive history. With the addition of this new 929 the luxury touring coupe market was now catered for. The car looked sporty enough but when buyers tried for the performance to match they were sadly let down. It was simply too good to be true. With a gutless 2Lt 4 cylinder dating back from the 70's, buyers just had to be content with looking fast because trying anything at any speed simply caused embarrassment. Motoring journalists of the day spoke for the need to import the rotary option but at Mazda, they fell on deaf ears. Once bitten by the “inappropriate ?” marketing of the rotary engine outside of a sports car Mazda ( Australia ) were twice shy. What they didn’t realize however was that tastes in Australia didn’t necessarily match those of other markets that discriminated against the rotary in earlier cars due the 70’s oil crisis stigma. Marketed as the Cosmo in Japan, the car enjoyed (initially) enormous success on the domestic market. However on it’s release in late 81 there was notably no rotary engine option. That’s not to say Mazda didn’t plan it that way. Their rotary engine division had just come up with Japans first variable (valve/less) timing system called SPI which translated to “six port induction” A system not all unlike the better known Honda VTEC of the early 90’s. In Oct 82 Mazda released their first turbocharged rotary option for any of there cars. With 165 hp on tap, the 12A EFI turbo engine moved the Cosmo to the top of the list with it’s status as the fastest (Japanese) production car in Japan. Encased in a world of speed limited roads, the Japanese public simply wanted the prestige of owning such a vehicle knowing they would never get the chance to prove it’s reputation personally. One party that did however was a collective of automotive journalists taking a coupe to the JARI (Japanese Automotive Research Institute) test track were they ran the Cosmo for 24hrs averaging over 200 kph on it’s high banked oval track. 


	Dimensions
	(L/W/H)
	4 door ( 4670X1690X1410 ) 2 door ( 4640X1690X1240 )

	
	Wheel Base (mm)
	2615

	
	Curb weight (Kg)
	2 door 1175kg, 4 door 1170kg

	
	Price
	1,898,000

	
	Seating Capacity
	5

	Engine
	12A ( 573 X 2 ) 0-60 9.4s 9:4:1 130ps @ 7000 / 16.5kg-m @ 4000 13B & 13BT ( 1200kg ) 0-60 8.5s 160ps @ 6500 / 23.0kg-m @ 4000 
	

	
	
	


